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TARGETED HEALTH SURVEILLANCE
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New York State 
Wildlife Health Program (WHP)

The New York State Cooperative Wildlife Health Program (WHP) is a partnership between the NYSDEC Bureau of Wildlife and Cornell University’s 
College of Veterinary Medicine AHDC that works to safeguard the long-term health of the wildlife populations of New York.
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Database Upgrade
The Wildlife Health Program is in the process of moving to a new 
wildlife health database developed and hosted by the Canadian 
Wildlife Health Cooperative. At this point in the process, the only 
changes users will notice is a new submission form. However, 
in the long run, the updated database will allow for increased 

efficiency and new data products, such as a new case management dashboard and analytics. Ultimately, 
this supports our wildlife disease surveillance objectives for New York State.

Promoting the health and sustainability of wildlife populations through 
integration of wildlife ecology and veterinary medicine

Recently, we have identified a small number of 
red fox in NYS that have tested positive with 
Canine Adenovirus 1 (CAV-1). These animals 

were submitted to the WHP after being reported 
as abnormal by the public. Full necropsies and 

diagnostic testing identified the cause of death as 
CAV-1, but the diagnostic investigation is ongoing.

Clinical signs progress rapidly and often 
become neurologic before death. We encourage 

submission of any dead fox at this time for 
diagnostic evaluation. 

Under the 
scope...

Program happenings  
in the field and in the lab

Anticoagulant Impact Across Species

Both the WHU and CWHL had cases of 
rodenticide poisoning in non-target species 
including squirrels, fox and raptor species. 

Raccoon Rabies in Fisher

A fisher radio-collared as part of a DEC/SUNY-
ESF research project tested positive for the 
raccoon-strain of rabies.

Bald Eagle Lead Project Wrap-up

The Northeast bald eagle population 
assessment involved collaboration with 
researchers from academia, state, and federal 
agencies. We found that bald eagle recovery 
across a seven-state area was hindered by 
presence of lead and immigration from other 
areas supported the initial recovery.

Keeping YOU in the loop!  
•	 Interested in getting the “WHP Weekly Case Reports?” Email us at cwhl@cornell.edu to get registered &  

keep up to date on all WHP cases! Access to the case reporting system is available to essential agency staff.
•	 Check out the latest WHP disease watch alerts, Wildlife 411, or Lab news impacting wildlife health at  

cwhl.vet.cornell.edu.

http://nwdc.wildlifesubmissions.org/
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