
Introduction to Field Operations

➔ Pre-planning
◆ Species ID, Personnel, 

Equipment

➔ Establishing Teams
◆ Clear goals, comms, reporting
◆ Safety, Training, Experience, 

Health





➔ Using Deterrents
◆ Auditory, Visual, 

Personnel, Vehicles
◆ Concerns

● Permits/Training
● Location
● Habituation

Credit: Lisa P Jackson, Office of the Administrator. Deep Water Horizon
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Introduction to Field Operations

➔ Identifying Oiled Wildlife
◆ Field Awareness

● Species Knowledge
● Outside AOR

◆ Data Collection
● Field Surveys

➔ Capturing Wildlife
◆ Methods
◆ Transport







Degree of Oiling

➔ Location Of Oiling

➔ Product Spilled

➔ Percent of Contaminated 

Surface Area on the Animal

➔ Depth of Oil Penetration

➔ Species

➔ Behavior of the Animal in 

Natural Habitat



Recognizing Oiled WIldlife

➔ Clinical Signs
◆ Shivering
◆ Excessive preening or 

grooming
◆ Abnormal coloration 
◆ Riding low in the water
◆ Struggling to fly

➔ “Goth Heron”



























Media2.mp4

http://drive.google.com/file/d/19MnZ-F08bxMDc1iFWqNZURC4h3iOZzz6/view


Wildlife Capture



Wildlife Capture



Wildlife Capture



Media1.mp4

http://drive.google.com/file/d/1q-FAb8OWoXy1Z5KA_gx4b_to57Jy_lkS/view


Capture Myopathy = Stressed to 
Death







Personal Health & Safety During a Spill (Field & 
Facility)

➔ Product



Personal Health & Safety During a Spill (Field & 
Facility)

➔ Weather
◆ Daily variations

➔ Landscape/Terrain
◆ Flora/fauna



Hot Zone: 
•Mark off with red tape
•Full PPE required
Warm Zone:
•Transition zone
•Modified PPE, Donning/Doffing 
Area
•Marked with yellow tape
Cold Zone:
•Marked with blue tape
•No PPE



Personal Health & Safety 
During a Spill (Field & 
Facility)

➔ Water & Boating 



Personal Health & Safety During a Spill (Field & 
Facility)

➔ Training
◆ HAZWOPER, ICS, TSBRR

➔ PPE & Appropriate Clothing
➔ Situational/Hazard Awareness
➔ Rest, Hydration, Nutrition, Hygiene



Field Packs

*Not an exhaustive list

➔ Extra PPE
➔ Evidence collection 

materials
➔ Forms
➔ Field ID
➔ Emergency Tools
➔ Review/Restock Daily



PPE

➔ Head Covering
◆ Hard hat?
◆ Hood

➔ Eye Protection
➔ Gloves

◆ Activity-specific
➔ Sleeves/Pant Legs
➔ Footwear

◆ Waterproof steel toe boots
◆ Booties

➔ Gowns/Aprons



PPE
➔ Tyvek® vs Tychem®

◆ Breathability
◆ Chemically resistant material

➔ PFD
➔ High-visibility vest on site?
➔ Climate & Task Appropriate 

Clothing
➔ PPE Difficulties



Donning & Doffing

➔ Donning
◆ Bottom-up
◆ Remove jewelry
◆ Gown
◆ Mask before hood
◆ Goggles
◆ Double Glove

● Tape w/tabs
◆ Right Fit

● Too small constricts, too large 
snags/trips

◆ Ventilation cutout
◆ Buddy-system checks



Donning & Doffing

➔ Doffing
◆ Top-down
◆ Dirty to Clean
◆ Contaminated side-in
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